
Feral Cats

How
 can I help?

O
rganizations involved in TTV

A
R

 program
m

es
alw

ays need volunteers to set out traps, transport
cats, and help feed and m

anage a colony.

The Feral C
at C

oalition and A
lley C

at A
llies are

tw
o groups that provide m

ore inform
ation on

feral cats and on how
 to set up TTV

A
R

 pro-
gram

m
es. Their w

ebsite addresses are:
w

w
w

.feralcat.com
 and w

w
w

.alleycat.org
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The Sir Jam
es D

unn A
nim

al W
elfare C

entre
exists to provide tangible benefits

to anim
als, through research, service

and education. For further inform
ation,

please visit our w
ebsite at:

w
w

w
.upei.ca/aw

c
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W
hat is a feral cat?

A
 feral cat is a free-roam

ing cat that has never
lived w

ith hum
ans.

W
here do feral cats live?

Feral cats live in tow
ns and rural areas. They form

colonies w
herever they can find food and shelter,

for exam
ple in parks, restaurant alleys, hospital

grounds and barns.

W
here do feral cats com

e from
?

A
n ancestor of a feral cat m

ay have been a stray,
lost, or abandoned cat that once had an ow

ner.
These cats have kittens and form

 colonies usually
centered around a food source. W

hen cats in a
feral colony leave or die, new

 cats com
e in from

other colonies or from
 the pet cat population.

W
hy do colonies get so large?

A
 fem

ale cat can have up to 18 kittens a year.
A

pproxim
ately half of these kittens survive. They

can produce their ow
n litters w

ithin a year.

Feral cats usually live only 3 to 5 years because of
accidents, disease, predators or starvation. The
size of a colony is lim

ited m
ainly by the am

ount of
food available.

W
hat do feral cats eat?

C
ats in urban colonies raid garbage containers,

scavenge for food or are fed by concerned people.
M

any feral cats also kill and eat sm
all m

am
m

als
such as m

ice, voles and shrew
s. They m

ay hunt
birds and reptiles to a lesser extent. The effect of
feral cats on the w

ildlife population is still under
debate.

Are m
y cat and I at risk if w

e are in contact w
ith

a feral cat?
Feral cats can carry diseases. If your cat com

es in
contact w

ith a feral cat, s/he has an increased risk
of catching these diseases, especially if s/he is not
vaccinated. Possible risks to people w

ho com
e

into contact w
ith feral cats or their feces include

ringw
orm

, rabies, and parasites such as hook-
w

orm
. The risk of you catching these conditions

from
 feral cats is low

, unless you have a disease
like H

IV
/A

ID
S that affects the im

m
une system

.

How
 can w

e control feral cat populations?
K

illing feral cats does not control their population
because other cats com

e in to take their place.
H

ow
ever, if a colony has a stable population of

neutered cats, these cats stay and no m
ore cats

com
e in.

There are organizations that help feral cats and try
to control their populations. These organizations

use a program
m

e called Trap-Test-Vaccinate-A
lter-

R
elease or TTV

A
R

. M
ost veterinarians support

TTV
A

R
 program

m
es as a w

ay to deal hum
anely

w
ith feral cat overpopulation.

In a TTV
A

R
 program

m
e, feral cats are caught

hum
anely in live traps. They are brought to anim

al
hospitals w

here they are vaccinated, neutered and
tattooed or ear tipped for identification. M

any
program

m
es also test the cats for certain diseases

like feline leukem
ia. C

ats w
hich test positive are

euthanized (put to sleep). Follow
ing neutering,

the cats are released into the area w
here they w

ere
trapped. V

olunteers feed and m
onitor the cats.

Stray cats or feral kittens caught during the
program

m
e m

ay be adopted if they are sociable.
H

ow
ever, feral kittens w

hich have had no hum
an

contact before they are 8 w
eeks old are difficult

to tam
e and are not good choices for pets.

R
esearch is being done on alternatives to a

TTV
A

R
 program

m
e. These include a birth control

pill that is placed in food, and a vaccine that
prevents pregnancy.

C
at being neutered in a TTV

A
R

 program
m

e at the A
tlantic

V
eterinary C

ollege, Prince Edw
ard Island. The program

m
e is

sponsored by the Sir Jam
es D

unn A
nim

al W
elfare C

entre at
the C

ollege, in cooperation w
ith the C

at A
ction Team

,
C

harlottetow
n, PEI. For m

ore inform
ation see w

w
w

.cats-pei.ca.
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