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The maternity 
pen
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What happens in a natural setting?

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ 5ŀƛǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ

Photo courtesy of Gosia Zobel

What happens in a natural setting?

Lidforset al., 1994
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What about indoors?

What do we currently do?
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Shelter

Open

Single-housed cows preferred the shelter
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Hour before calving
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More practical?

ά/ƻǊƴŜǊέ

ά²ƛƴŘƻǿέ
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ά/ƻǊƴŜǊέ

ά²ƛƴŘƻǿέ

CornerWindow
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Pbinomial= 0.01

Cows preferred to calve in the corner

Proudfoot et al., 2014
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What about groups?

Shelter

Open
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Pair-housed cows avoided the shelter
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Creating seclusion in group pens?

1. Provide space

2. Provide a physical barrier

3. Limit competition for the barrier

Provide space?
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