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WELFARE 
n  Judgment calls?  - Based on values 

– Hard to make sometimes 
§ Especially with clients you have known for a while 

– “Youngfella I’ve been doing it this way for the 
last 30+ years…..” 

– EBY – Even better yet – don’t you want to 
improve? 

 

n  I DO NOT CLAIM TO BE AN EXPERT!! 



Outline 
n Canadian Code of Practice 

n Animal Environment 
n Requirements for feed and water 
n Cover the specific areas of the codes on 

Animal Husbandry  
  
 















Animal Environment 
n according to their reproductive state, size, 

age, and lactation period 
n  fusing a variety of systems. Systems may 

include loose housing, free stalls, or tie 
stalls, each 

Section 1 - Accommodation, 
Housing and Handling Facilities  

 



1.1.1 Calves - Requirements 



Calves – Recommended Best 
Practices (RBPs) 

n Un-weaned calves less than 10 per group 
n Opportunity to exercise and socialize 
n Minimize environmental impact 



1.1.2 Larger Heifers and Cows - 
Requirements 



RBPs for Heifers & Cow 

n Bedding on mattress 
n Floor traction / non-abrasive 
n Facilities for management 
n Access to exercise/weather permitting 
n Be mindful of behaviors that indicate fear 
n  Inspect cattle for signs of injury 
n Watch for lameness 
n Lighting / safe access routes for cow-flow 
 



1.2 – Facilities for Special Needs 

 
Calving RBPs – dry/clean individual pen, 
monitor for aggressive behavior, access to 
feed and water, well lit with minimal draft  
 

Post calving RBPs – one cow per stall, 
minimize competition at feed bunk and 
waters, soft – non slip floors (bedding pack) 



1.2 – Facilities for Special Needs 

 
Sick or injured RBPs – segregated area 
which is sheltered and well bedded and 
provide softer, non-slip flooring (straw pack) 



1.3 Ventilation, temp and humidity 



1.4 Stall Design 



1.5 Space Allowances 



1.6 Bedding Management 



1.7 Feeding Areas 



1.8 Milking Systems 



1.9 Pasture, Yards and Transfer 
Alleys  



1.10 Handling Facilities 



2.1 Body Condition Score (5 pt scale with ¼ 
point index) 

2. Requirements for feed and water 
 



2.2 Nutrition and Feed 



2.3 Water 



3. Health and Welfare 



n  Standing on 
edge of stall 

n  Shifting weight 
n  Resting limb 
n  Uneven weight 

bearing when 
moved side to 
side 

n How can you not look at lame feet as a 
vet? 



n We aren’t saying there can’t be any sick, 
but must be attended to 



4.1 Animal Husbandry – 
Handling, Moving, Restraining 

n Training assistance and lead by example 



Section 4.3-4.5  



4.6, 4.7, 4.9 



5. Transportation 



6. Euthanasia 



Summary 

n The code is a tool in your toolbox! 

n Specific guidelines  
– With wiggle room for finding improvements 

n  I have certainly found it useful in my 
career and look forward to updates 



Thanks for listening 


